
Chicago Area Radiation Therapists- 2015

Essay Competition Rules 
I. AWARDS  
 First, second and third place monetary prizes will be awarded.    

II. ELIGIBILITY 
A. Students must be enrolled in a Nationally Accredited Radiation Therapy Program as of the date of  submission of the essay. A letter from the 

program director must be submitted as proof.  
B. Students participating in the essay competition must be a student member of a radiological professional organization (such as the ASRT, state and/or 

local society).  Students must submit a copy of their membership card.  

III. JUDGING 
A. Papers will be sent to the chair of the essay committee, who will then submit the unidentified copies of the essays to the judges.  
B. The essays will be evaluated by three (3) judges. There will be enough judges available to avoid conflicts of interest. All decisions of the judges are 

final.  
C. A paper will have to receive a minimum of 75 points from each judge to be considered for an award. If no paper meets the minimum standard no 

award will be given for the year.  
D. Copies of the manuscripts will be retained by the essay committee until the judging is complete. No paper will be returned to the author.  
E. The author(s) submitting a manuscript shall do so with the understanding that if it is accepted for the scientific program, the author(s) or 

representative(s) will be present to read the paper. Students assume responsibility for their own expenses.  

IV. CRITERIA FOR JUDGING  
A. Originality: Evidence of original work performed by the author(s): 

1. Originality 
2. Unprecedented 
3. New approach. 

B. Educational or technical value: 
1. Relevancy: contributes to higher radiological standards. 
2. Expands or enhances existing knowledge.  

C. Scholarship:  
1. Mastery of the subject matter. 
2. Comprehensive research of literature. 

D. Readability: 
1. Development of an orderly, logical sequence. 

E. Mechanical:  
1. Neatness, Grammar, Spelling, & Punctuation 
2. Use of correct terms. 

 IV. MANUSCRIPTS  
A. Manuscripts shall be at least 1,500 words. 
B. Manuscripts must be typed, double-spaced, in AMA reference style guidelines on one side of good grade white paper 8 1/2 X 11 inches in size, with 1-

inch margins, and numbered pages; fastened securely on the left side.  
C. Two (2) copies must be submitted.  

1. One (1) copy shall have a title page that contains the name, address and phone number of the program and student.  
2. One (1) copies are to contain only the title of the essay. Any paper that can be identified as to the author(s), program or hospital shall be rejected. 

D. If illustrations are used they must be numbers to correspond with information in the text, labeled with a suitable legend, mounted, and incorporated 
into the text in proper sequence.  

E. Illustrations shall carry no identification of the author (s), place or person. Faces of individuals appearing as patients, therapists or physicians which 
could lead to identification shall be blocked out.  

F. Please complete the online form or email manuscripts to bzawislak@me.com.  

VI. DEADLINE  
All manuscripts must be emailed before 12:00 am April 4th , 2015.  Any manuscripts sent after 12:00 am April 4th, 2015 will not be considered for judging.

http://www.chicagotherapists.org/essay-competiton.html
mailto:bzawislak@me.com?subject=Essay%20Competition

